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The Honorable Don Sundquist, Governor
and

Members of the General Assembly
State Capitol
Nashville, Tennessee  37243

and
The Honorable J. Bruce Saltsman, Sr., Commissioner
Department of Transportation
700 James K. Polk Building
Nashville, Tennessee  37243

Ladies and Gentlemen:

Transmitted herewith is a special report on the Division of State Audit’s review of
allegations that Department of Transportation Region 3 (Nashville) garage employees improperly
disposed of a surplus automobile lift, improperly repaired non-state vehicles at a state garage, and
damaged a state-owned forklift during the repair of a non-state vehicle.  In January 1999, audit
staff reviewed these allegations in collaboration with Department of Transportation (DOT)
Internal Audit staff.

DOT Region 3 garage management had deemed the hydraulically operated lift unsafe to
operate because of excessive wear and removed it from service in May 1998, citing prohibitive
repair costs.  The auditors determined that Mr. Tom Herlein, Garage Superintendent, and Mr.
Dwight Olmstead, Equipment Mechanic 2 (one of three mechanic supervisors), circumvented
surplus property disposal procedures, and arranged for a private citizen to remove the automobile
lift from the garage on January 5, 1999.  Mr. Olmstead, at the direction of Mr. Herlein, had
arranged with Tow Masters, Inc., owned by Mr. Mike Copeland, to dispose of the automobile lift.
Mr. Copeland obtained the lift and made preparations to install it at his wrecker service facility in
Nashville.

In addition, Mr. Richard Halliburton, DOT Procurement Officer 2, acknowledged that he
provided his supervisor, Mr. Herlein, incorrect information when questioned about the appropri-
ate procedures for disposal of the automobile lift.  Mr. Halliburton said that he told Mr. Herlein
that the lift did not have a fixed asset tag and was not on his property list.  When Mr. Herlein
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asked, “What if it [the lift] gets gone?” both Mr. Herlein and Mr. Halliburton agreed that Mr.
Halliburton told Mr. Herlein, “it’s not in my inventory and it’s not my concern.”  State policy
provides that the property officer of the agency (in this case, Mr. Halliburton) is to notify the
Department of General Services when property has been declared surplus.  Then, General
Services staff inspect the property and determine the appropriate disposal method.

The auditors also determined that Mr. Herlein, Mr. Olmstead, Mr. Halliburton, and five
other DOT Region 3 employees had repaired non-state (personal) vehicles at the DOT Region 3
garage during non-work hours.  The other DOT employees involved were Mr. Herlein’s
supervisor, Mr. Stan Workman, Operations Specialist Supervisor 2, and four Equipment
Mechanic 1’s:  Mr. Stoney Cleghorn, Mr. Thomas Jackson, Mr. John McGill, and Mr. Randy
Siebert. Nine personal vehicles were repaired at the DOT Region 3 garage.  Those vehicles
belonged to Mr. Herlein, Mr. Herlein’s wife, Mr. Herlein’s son, Mr. Olmstead, Mr. Halliburton,
Mr. McGill, Mr. Workman, Ms. Judy Cron (DOT Right of Way Clerk 3), and Ms. Jerri Holland
(DOT Administrative Services Assistant 2).  Moreover, the four mechanics received cash
payments, ranging from $5 to $30, for their work from the owners of three of the nine non-state
vehicles.

Mr. Jackson, at Mr. Herlein’s request, helped Mr. Herlein repair his (Mr. Herlein’s) wife’s
automobile at the DOT Region 3 garage in November 1998.  Mr. Herlein paid Mr. Jackson $10
for his assistance.  The other two owners of vehicles repaired at the DOT Region 3 garage, Ms.
Judy Cron (DOT Right of Way Clerk 3) and Ms. Jerri Holland (DOT Administrative Services
Assistant 2), were assigned to the DOT Region 3 Administration Building, adjacent to the garage.
On separate occasions, Ms. Cron and Ms. Holland asked Mr. Herlein if he could arrange for DOT
Region 3 garage mechanics to repair their personal vehicles.  Mr. Herlein made arrangements for
Mr. Cleghorn, Mr. McGill, and Mr. Siebert to use DOT Region 3 garage equipment and facilities
to repair Ms. Cron’s and Ms. Holland’s vehicles. Ms. Holland provided cash to Mr. Herlein, who
paid the two mechanics for the repairs to her vehicle.  Ms. Cron personally paid two mechanics on
one occasion.  On another occasion, she provided cash to Mr. Herlein, who paid the mechanics.

The auditors also determined that a DOT Region 3 forklift had been slightly damaged
during the repair of a non-state vehicle in the DOT Region 3 garage.  Mr. Herlein acknowledged
that while he was using the forklift to facilitate the repair of his son’s automobile, a hydraulic
fitting on the forklift was broken and the forklift was rendered inoperable.

Initially, Ms. Cron denied that she had approached Mr. Herlein about repairing her car,
that her car had been repaired at the DOT Region 3 garage, that she had personally paid
mechanics for their work on her car, or that she had given Mr. Herlein money for him to pay the
mechanics.  Later, Ms. Cron admitted that she had lied, that her car had been repaired at the
garage, and that she had in fact done the acts cited above.  Ms. Cron signed an affidavit to that
effect.
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Similarly, Mr. Siebert initially stated to the auditors that he did not know about the repair
of any non-state vehicles at the DOT Region 3 garage other than the vehicle owned by Mr.
Herlein’s son and denied working on any non-state vehicles at the DOT Region 3 garage.  Later,
he admitted that he had lied to the auditors and that he had in fact worked on Ms. Holland’s
personal vehicle at the DOT Region 3 garage and that he had received $5 from Ms. Holland for
his work.  Mr. Siebert signed an affidavit acknowledging his false statement, his work on Ms.
Holland’s personal vehicle, and the payment he received for the work.

At the request of DOT Region 3 management, the automobile lift was returned by Tow
Masters, Inc., to the DOT Region 3 garage on January 15, 1999, after the auditors determined
that the proper disposal procedures had not been followed.  The review did not disclose any
evidence that DOT Region 3 employees personally benefited from the improper disposal of the
surplus automobile lift.  Moreover, each DOT employee interviewed denied taking any state parts
or equipment or having any information that state equipment or parts had been misappropriated.

The DOT Region 3 forklift was repaired by DOT Region 3 mechanics on January 15,
1999, at a cost of $67.39 for parts and labor.  DOT management required Mr. Herlein to pay for
the forklift’s repair.  Mr. Herlein paid DOT the $67.39 by personal check on March 8, 1999.

The results of the review, completed on February 2, 1999, and affidavits signed by the
DOT employees involved, were provided to DOT management on that date.  After reviewing the
information, DOT management initiated actions to discipline the DOT Region 3 employees
involved and to strengthen existing internal controls.

Mr. Herlein was suspended without pay for two days—February 11 and 12, 1999—for
improper disposal of surplus equipment and for allowing the improper use of state property for
work on non-state vehicles.  Mr. Halliburton was suspended without pay for one day—March 1,
1999—for his participation in the improper disposal of salvage equipment.  Mr. Olmstead
received a letter of reprimand for his involvement in the disposal of surplus equipment contrary to
state policy. Mr. Herlein’s supervisor, Mr. Workman, received a letter of reprimand for allowing
improper use of state property for work on non-state vehicles.

Ms. Cron and Mr. Siebert received letters of reprimand for making false statements to the
auditors.  With respect to the four DOT mechanics who were paid for repairing non-state vehicles
at the DOT garage, department management concluded that they had done so at the direction of
their supervisors and did not issue letters of reprimand.

Mr. Dennis Cook, DOT Director of Operations, issued a memorandum dated February 8,
1999, to all DOT Regional Directors, prohibiting the repair of non-state vehicles at DOT garages.
The directive also ordered that all DOT employees be informed of DOT policy regarding disposal
of excess property, including untagged equipment.
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This review resulted in recommendations that DOT management (1) ensure strict
adherence to established surplus property disposal procedures and (2) emphasize to DOT staff
that repair of personal vehicles in DOT garages, or with DOT equipment, is strictly prohibited.

On February 16, 1999, the Office of the District Attorney General, Twentieth Judicial
District (Davidson County) was notified of the findings pertaining to the improper actions of the
DOT Region 3 employees.

Sincerely,

John G. Morgan
Comptroller of the Treasury

JGM/dgp/rm



State of Tennessee

A u d i t   H i g h l i g h t s
Comptroller of  the Treasury                                Division of State Audit

Special Report
Department of Transportation

Region 3 Maintenance Garage (Nashville)

Review of the Improper Disposal of an
Automobile Lift and Misuse of Garage

Facilities and Equipment
May 1999

_________

REVIEW OBJECTIVES

The objectives of the review were to determine if a surplus Department of Transportation (DOT)
Region 3 automobile lift had been disposed of improperly; to determine which DOT Region 3
employees were responsible for the alleged improper disposal; to determine whether other DOT
Region 3 equipment or parts had been misappropriated; to refer our findings to DOT
management; and to refer the results of our review, if appropriate, to the Office of the State
Attorney General and the Office of the District Attorney General, Twentieth Judicial District.

RESULTS OF THE REVIEW

The auditors determined that DOT Region 3 maintenance garage staff had improperly disposed of
a surplus automobile lift from the DOT Region 3 garage on January 5, 1999.  It was also
determined that eight DOT Region 3 employees had repaired non-state vehicles at the DOT
Region 3 garage and that a state-owned forklift had been slightly damaged during one of the
repairs.  Further, two DOT employees admitted making false statements to the audit staff
conducting the review.

On January 15, 1999, the automobile lift was returned to the DOT Region 3 garage after the
auditors determined that the proper disposal procedures had not been followed.  On the same
date, the state-owned forklift was repaired by DOT Region 3 mechanics.  DOT management
issued suspensions and letters of reprimand to employees in consideration of their varying degrees
of involvement in the improper activities.  The DOT Region 3 employee responsible for damaging
the state-owned forklift was required by DOT management to reimburse the state for the cost of
its repair.



The DOT Director of Operations issued a memorandum to all DOT Regional Directors, dated
February 8, 1999, prohibiting the repair of non-state vehicles at DOT garages and ordering that all
DOT employees be informed of DOT policy regarding disposal of excess property.

On February 16, 1999, the Office of the District Attorney General, Twentieth Judicial District
(Davidson County), was notified of our findings pertaining to the improper actions of the Region
3 employees.

“Audit Highlights” is a summary of the special report.  To obtain the complete special report, please
contact

Comptroller of the Treasury, Division of State Audit
1500 James K. Polk Building, Nashville, TN  37243-0264

(615) 741-3697
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Department of Transportation
Region 3 Maintenance Garage (Nashville)

Review of the Improper Disposal of an
Automobile Lift and Misuse of Garage

Facilities and Equipment

INTRODUCTION

ORIGIN OF THE REVIEW

On January 11, 1999, the Director of Internal Audit for the Department of Transportation
(DOT) notified the Division of State Audit that he had received information alleging the improper
disposal of a surplus automobile lift by employees of the DOT Region 3 maintenance garage in
Nashville.  The Division of State Audit, in collaboration with DOT’s internal audit section,
promptly initiated a review of the matter.

OBJECTIVES OF THE REVIEW

The objectives of the review were

1. to determine if a DOT surplus automobile lift had been disposed of improperly;
 
2. to determine which DOT employees were responsible for the alleged improper

disposal;
 
3. to determine whether other DOT equipment or parts had been misappropriated;
 
4. to refer any findings to DOT management; and
 
5. to refer the results of the review, if appropriate, to the Office of the State Attorney

General and the Office of the District Attorney General, Twentieth Judicial District.

SCOPE OF THE REVIEW

In January 1999, audit staff reviewed the allegation regarding the improper disposal of a
surplus automobile lift in collaboration with Department of Transportation (DOT) Internal Audit
staff.  The review was expanded to address additional allegations that non-state vehicles had been
repaired in the DOT Region 3 garage and that a state-owned forklift had been damaged during
one of the repairs.
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Division of State Audit and DOT Internal Audit staff interviewed the DOT Region 3
garage superintendent, supervisors, mechanics, and storekeeper.  In addition, auditors interviewed
DOT administration and Region 3 management staff and the owner and an employee of Tow
Masters, Inc., a local wrecker service (identified as obtaining the surplus automobile lift).
Relevant inventory lists, repair work orders, invoices, personal checks, and disposal policies were
reviewed.  The auditors also observed the surplus automobile lift, a non-state vehicle at the DOT
Region 3 garage for repairs, and the forklift in question.

BACKGROUND

The hydraulically operated lift had adjustable horizontal arms and two vertical posts that
had been bolted to the floor of the garage.  The lift, with a maximum lifting capacity of 8,000
pounds, had been used to raise vehicles up to six feet to facilitate their repair.  In May 1998, DOT
Region 3 garage management deemed the lift unsafe to operate because of excessive wear and
removed the lift from service, citing prohibitive repair costs.  The lift was stored on the parking
lot next to the offices of the DOT Region 3 garage building.

DETAILS OF THE REVIEW

IMPROPER DISPOSAL OF A SURPLUS AUTOMOBILE LIFT

Mr. Tom Herlein, Garage Superintendent, stated that he grew tired of looking at the
surplus automobile lift on the garage parking lot and on January 5, 1999, asked Mr. Richard
Halliburton, Procurement Officer 2, what were his “options” for disposing of the surplus
automobile lift. According to Mr. Halliburton and Mr. Herlein, Mr. Halliburton told Mr. Herlein,
his supervisor, that the lift did not have a fixed asset tag and was not on his property list.  Both
Mr. Halliburton and Mr. Herlein confirmed that Mr. Halliburton further stated to Mr. Herlein that
the lift could be cut up for scrap or could be turned in as a surplus untagged asset to the
Department of General Services.

The department has adopted the Department of General Services’ rules governing the
disposal of surplus property.  This policy provides that the property officer of the agency (Mr.
Halliburton) is to fill out and forward a Report of Surplus Personal Property Addition,
Correction, and Deletion Form (SPMD-1A) to the Department of General Services’ Division of
State Personal Property Utilization for each piece of personal property declared as surplus.
According to General Services’ disposal policy, upon receipt of the SPMD-1A form, General
Services property representatives inspect the property item and determine the appropriate disposal
method.

Mr. Herlein explained to the auditors that he was eager to dispose of the lift and that the
normal disposal procedures would take approximately three days.  The lift had been stored on the
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DOT Region 3 garage parking lot since May 1998, approximately eight months.  Mr. Herlein
further explained that the lift was constructed of heavy steel and cutting it up would require a
significant amount of effort and materials.  Mr. Herlein said that he asked Mr. Dwight Olmstead,
Equipment Mechanic 2 (one of three mechanic supervisors and an experienced welder), what
would be the best way to cut up and dispose of the lift. According to both Mr. Herlein and Mr.
Olmstead, the idea emerged during this conversation to arrange for a non-state individual to haul
off the lift.  Mr. Herlein attributed the origin of the idea to Mr. Olmstead.  Mr. Olmstead stated
that he could not specifically recall introducing the idea, but that he could have been the one to
suggest disposing of the lift through a non-state individual.

That same day, according to both Mr. Herlein and Mr. Halliburton, Mr. Herlein asked Mr.
Halliburton, “What if it [the lift] just gets gone?”  Both Mr. Herlein and Mr. Halliburton agreed
that Mr. Halliburton told Mr. Herlein that “it’s not in my inventory and it’s not my concern.” Mr.
Herlein admitted that he then told Mr. Olmstead that he saw nothing wrong with a private citizen
hauling off the lift.  Mr. Olmstead confirmed Mr. Herlein’s statement and confirmed that he then
contacted Mr. Mike Copeland, his friend and the owner of Tow Masters, Inc. (a wrecker service
in Nashville).  Mr. Olmstead then arranged with Mr. Copeland for him to remove the lift from the
DOT Region 3 garage facility.

According to Mr. Copeland, he thought that since Mr. Olmstead, a state employee, had
called him about picking up the lift, the disposal had been properly approved.  He accepted Mr.
Olmstead’s explanation that the lift was surplus and that the state just wanted it hauled off.  Mr.
Copeland acknowledged that with expectations the lift could be repaired, he dispatched one of his
rollback trucks, driven by Mr. Jimmy Clark, to the DOT Region 3 garage.  Mr. Clark stated that
he hauled the automobile lift from the DOT Region 3 garage to Tow Masters, Inc., that same day.

At the request of DOT Region 3 management, Tow Masters, Inc., returned the
automobile lift to the DOT Region 3 garage on January 15, 1999, after the auditors determined
that the proper disposal procedures had not been followed.  Mr. Halliburton filed a Report of
Surplus Personal Property Addition, Correction, and Deletion Form (SPMD 1A1) with General
Services, and the lift was physically transferred from the DOT Region 3 garage to the General
Services Surplus Property warehouse on February 3, 1999.  According to General Services
Property Manager Mr. Dale Turrentine, Mr. David Allen, Surplus Property warehouse manager,
inspected the lift and determined its fair market value to be $500.  On February 24, 1999, General
Services sold the lift to the Town of Livingston, Tennessee, for $500.

The review did not disclose any evidence that DOT employees personally benefited from
the improper disposal of the surplus automobile lift.

REPAIR OF NON-STATE (PERSONAL) VEHICLES

The auditors also determined that Mr. Herlein, Mr. Olmstead, Mr. Halliburton, and five
other DOT Region 3 employees had repaired non-state (personal) vehicles at the DOT Region 3
garage during non-work hours.  The other DOT Region 3 employees involved were Mr. Herlein’s
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supervisor, Mr. Stan Workman (Operations Specialist Supervisor 2), and four Equipment
Mechanic 1’s:  Mr. Stoney Cleghorn, Mr. Thomas Jackson, Mr. John McGill, and Mr. Randy
Siebert.  Nine personal vehicles were repaired at the DOT Region 3 garage.  These vehicles
belonged to Mr. Herlein, Mr. Herlein’s wife, Mr. Herlein’s son, Mr. Olmstead, Mr. Halliburton,
Mr. McGill, Mr. Workman, Ms. Judy Cron (DOT Right of Way Clerk 3), and Ms. Jerri Holland
(DOT Administrative Services Assistant 2).

• Mr. Herlein admitted that he had repaired his privately owned vehicles on two
occasions and his son’s privately owned vehicle on one occasion at the DOT Region 3
garage.

 
• Mr. Olmstead admitted that he had repaired his privately owned vehicle once in the

DOT Region 3 garage and twice had voluntarily assisted Mr. Herlein when he repaired
his wife’s car and his son’s car in the DOT Region 3 garage.  Mr. Herlein confirmed
that he was assisted by Mr. Olmstead.

 
• Mr. Halliburton admitted that he had repaired his privately owned vehicle in the DOT

Region 3 garage on one occasion.
 
• Mr. McGill admitted that he had repaired his vehicle in the DOT Region 3 garage on

one occasion.
 
• Mr. Herlein’s supervisor, Mr. Stan Workman, admitted that he had repaired his vehicle

in the DOT Region 3 garage. Mr. Workman admitted that he requested and received
Mr. Herlein’s assistance when he performed this repair. Mr. Herlein confirmed that he
assisted Mr. Workman.

Moreover, four DOT Region 3 Equipment Mechanic 1’s—Mr. Stoney Cleghorn, Mr.
Thomas Jackson, Mr. John McGill, and Mr. Randy Siebert—received cash payments, ranging
from $5 to $30, for their work on non-state vehicles at the DOT Region 3 garage.  These
payments were made by the owners of three of the nine non-state vehicles repaired at the DOT
Region 3 garage by the DOT Region 3 garage mechanics.

Ms. Judy Cron, a DOT Right of Way Clerk 3, acknowledged that she contacted
Mr. Herlein on two occasions, in November 1998 and in January 1999, and asked if he could
arrange for DOT Region 3 garage mechanics to repair her personally owned automobile.  Ms.
Cron was assigned to the DOT Region 3 Administration Building, adjacent to the DOT Region 3
garage.  As a Right of Way employee, she was not supervised by Mr. Herlein.  Mr. Herlein
admitted that he arranged for Mr. Cleghorn and Mr. McGill to repair her automobile at the DOT
Region 3 garage on both occasions.

Ms. Cron stated that she personally paid Mr. Cleghorn and Mr. McGill $20 each for the
November 1998 repair.  Ms. Cron and Mr. Herlein agreed that Ms. Cron provided $60 cash to
Mr. Herlein, who paid the mechanics for the January 1999 repair.  Mr. Cleghorn and Mr. McGill
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confirmed that they received $20 each from Ms. Cron for the November 1998 repair and $30 each
from Mr. Herlein for the January 1999 repair.

The second non-state vehicle repaired at the Region 3 garage for which a DOT Region 3
mechanic received payment belonged to Ms. Jerri Holland, a DOT Administrative Services
Assistant 2.  Like Ms. Cron, Ms. Holland also was assigned to the DOT Region 3 Administration
Building and was not supervised by Mr. Herlein.

According to Ms. Holland, she asked Mr. Herlein to ask Mr. McGill to repair her privately
owned automobile.  Mr. Herlein recalled this conversation with Ms. Holland; however, he stated
that Ms. Holland requested that a DOT Region 3 mechanic repair her automobile and did not
specifically request that he ask Mr. McGill to repair her automobile.  Mr. Herlein stated that he
asked Mr. Siebert to repair Ms. Holland’s automobile and authorized him to use the DOT Region
3 garage facilities and equipment for the repair.  According to Mr. McGill, Mr. Herlein asked him
to repair Ms. Holland’s automobile and he (Mr. McGill) requested and received Mr. Siebert’s
assistance in the repair.  Mr. Siebert recalled that at Mr. McGill’s request, he helped Mr. McGill
repair Ms. Holland’s automobile.  Although the recollections of Mr. Herlein, Mr. McGill, and Mr.
Siebert differ slightly, Mr. Herlein admitted that he made arrangements for Ms. Holland’s
privately owned automobile to be repaired at the DOT Region 3 garage by DOT Region 3
mechanics, and Mr. McGill and Mr. Siebert admitted repairing Ms. Holland’s privately owned
vehicle at the DOT Region Garage.

Ms. Holland stated that she purchased Mr. McGill’s lunch, a hamburger and a soft drink,
and gave it to him immediately after he repaired her automobile.  Ms. Holland further stated that
she provided $15 or $20 to Mr. Herlein, who paid Mr. McGill for the June 1998 repair.  Mr.
Herlein recalled that Ms. Holland provided him approximately $15, which he gave to Mr. Siebert
and Mr. McGill. Mr. Siebert recalled that Ms. Holland provided Mr. McGill and him with a
hamburger and a soft drink immediately after they repaired her automobile and that Mr. Herlein
personally paid Mr. McGill and him $5 each for the June 1998 repair.  Mr. McGill recalled that he
and Mr. Siebert received a hamburger and a soft drink each from Ms. Holland for repairing her
automobile and had no recollection of receiving any money for the repair.

Mr. Herlein’s wife owned the third non-state vehicle for whose repair a DOT Region 3
mechanic received payment.  Both Mr. Herlein and Mr. Jackson agreed that Mr. Jackson, at Mr.
Herlein’s request, assisted Mr. Herlein as he repaired his wife’s privately owned automobile at the
DOT Region 3 garage in November 1998.  Both Mr. Herlein and Mr. Jackson further agreed that
Mr. Herlein paid Mr. Jackson $10 for his assistance.

FORKLIFT DAMAGED

The auditors also determined that a DOT Region 3 forklift had been slightly damaged
during the repair of a non-state vehicle in the Region 3 garage.  Mr. Herlein admitted that while
he was using the forklift to install an engine in his son’s automobile, a hydraulic fitting on the
forklift was broken and the forklift was rendered inoperable.
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FALSE STATEMENTS BY DOT EMPLOYEES

Initially, Ms. Cron denied that she had approached Mr. Herlein about repairing her car,
that her car had been repaired at the DOT Region 3 garage, that she had personally paid DOT
Region 3 mechanics for their work on her car, or that she had given Mr. Herlein money for him to
pay the mechanics.  Later, Ms. Cron admitted that she had lied, that her car had been repaired at
the garage, and that she had in fact done the acts cited above.  Ms. Cron signed an affidavit to
that effect.

Similarly, Mr. Siebert initially stated that he did not know about the repair of any non-
state vehicles at the DOT Region 3 garage other than the vehicle owned by Mr. Herlein’s son and
denied working on any non-state vehicles at the DOT Region 3 garage.  Later, he admitted that he
had lied to the auditors and that he had in fact worked on Ms. Holland’s personal vehicle at the
DOT Region 3 garage and that he had received $5 from Ms. Holland for his work.  Mr. Siebert
signed an affidavit acknowledging his false statement, his work on Ms. Holland’s personal vehicle,
and the payment he received for the work.

DOT EMPLOYEES QUESTIONED REGARDING MISAPPROPRIATION OF STATE
EQUIPMENT OR PARTS

The auditors asked each DOT employee interviewed if he or she had taken any state
equipment or parts or knew of someone who had.  Each employee interviewed denied taking any
state equipment or parts or having any information that state equipment or parts had been
misappropriated by DOT Region 3 employees.

DEPARTMENT CORRECTIVE ACTION

The review was completed February 2, 1999, and affidavits signed by the DOT employees
involved were provided to DOT management on that date.  After reviewing the information, DOT
management initiated actions to discipline the DOT employees involved and to strengthen existing
internal controls.  DOT’s disciplinary letters are shown in the Appendices.  (See pages 8 through
15.)

Mr. Herlein was suspended without pay for two days—February 11 and 12, 1999—for
improper disposal of surplus equipment and for allowing the improper use of state property for
work on non-state vehicles.  Mr. Halliburton was suspended without pay for one day—March 1,
1999—for his participation in the improper disposal of surplus equipment.  Mr. Olmstead received
a letter of reprimand for his participation in the disposal of surplus equipment contrary to state
policy.  Mr. Herlein’s supervisor, Mr. Workman, received a letter of reprimand for “failure to
actively pursue the prevention of work on private vehicles at the garage during nonworking
hours.”  Ms. Cron and Mr. Siebert received letters of reprimand for making false statements to the
auditors.
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With respect to the four DOT mechanics who were paid for repairing non-state vehicles at
the DOT Region 3 garage, department management concluded that they had done so at the
direction of their supervisors and thus had assumed that their actions were approved.  According
to DOT management, because of the mechanics’ diminished responsibility, they were not issued
letters of reprimand.

The DOT forklift, was repaired by DOT Region 3 mechanics on January 15, 1999, at a
cost of $67.39 for parts and labor.  DOT management required Mr. Herlein to pay for the
forklift’s repair.  Mr. Herlein paid DOT the $67.39 on March 8, 1999.

Mr. Dennis Cook, DOT Director of Operations, issued a memorandum dated February 8,
1999, to all DOT Regional Directors prohibiting the repair of non-state vehicles at DOT garages.
The directive also ordered that all DOT employees be informed of DOT policy regarding disposal
of excess property, including untagged equipment.  (See page 15.)

NOTIFICATION OF THE DISTRICT ATTORNEY GENERAL

On February 16, 1999, the Office of the District Attorney General, Twentieth Judicial
District (Davidson County) was notified of the findings pertaining to the improper actions of the
DOT Region 3 employees.

RECOMMENDATIONS

The review resulted in the following recommendations:

1. DOT management should ensure strict adherence to established surplus property
disposal procedures.

 
2. Management should emphasize to DOT staff that repair of personal vehicles at DOT

garages, or with DOT equipment, is strictly prohibited.


















